
Washington Union School   

March has come and 

gone and we find 

ourselves in the final 

41 days of school! 
 

Our collaboration 

days this month will 

be on April 5th and 

19th.  School Site 

Council will take 

place on the 20th 

and our District Cur-

riculum Advisory 

Council meeting will 

take place the morn-

ing of the second 

collaboration day 

(April 19th).  
 

This month the fourth 

graders will be taking 

a trip to Monterey on 

the 24th and 28th 

and the whole 

school will get to 

watch the Sea Otter 

Classic bike perform-

ance on the 5th.  
 

April also begins 

state testing for ELA 

and Math for all 

grade levels and Sci-

ence for 5th Grade. 

The schedule for test-

ing is on page 5.  
 

This time of year, 

when the weather 

starts to get warmer, 

we want to remind 

everyone of the dress 

code. Straps on shirts 

should be thick (1” or 

more) and shorts 

need to be longer 

than finger length 

when hands are rest-

ing at one’s side. We 

encourage students 

to bring hats to wear 

outside, but they 

cannot be worn in 

the classroom.  It’s 

also important to re-

member to dress in 

layers. While the af-

ternoons are heating 

up, the mornings are 

still rather cold. 
 

Finally, Spring Break is 

the week of April 10-

14th. Please be sure 

to note that we WILL 

have school on Mon-

day,  April 17th, 

where in years’ past 

we have not. Please 

do your best to have 

your student attend 

school that day. 
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WH A T’S  HA PPE NI NG  A T  WUS I N  

APR I L? 

2017 

We lose $56 per day that 

every student is absent. Since 

the start of the year, we have 

lost $32,505. Please do not 

send your child to school 

sick, but please try to keep 

appointments and vacations 

outside of school hours. After 

three unexcused absences,  

truancy notices are sent 

home. If you are unclear on 

excused vs. unexcused, 

please contact Mrs. Silva.  
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A T T E N D A N C E  C O M P E T I T I O N  

Congratulations to 

Mr. Preston’s class! 

They had an atten-

dance rate of 77% 

for the month of 

March and are the 

winners of our atten-

dance competition 

again! The class will re-

ceive extra recess and 

free ice cream on the 

day of choice. Thank you 

for sending your students 

to school every day!  Ms. 

Isaac’s class was in sec-

ond place with an atten-

dance rate of 66% 

and in 3rd place was 

Mr. Doolittle’s class 

with an attendance 

rate of 52%. Keep up 

the good work and 

thanks for your sup-

port! 

Can you find 

this month’s 

scavenger 

hunt?? 

S LEEPY  HOLLOW  N EWS  

Attendance Matters! 



March has been a fun and 

exciting month for music at 

Washington Union. The 4th 

grade general music 

classes have completed 

their treble clef unit and 

have now moved on to 

the bass clef. Students are 

continuing to strengthen 

their musical knowledge 

and self-expression with 

their very own composi-

tions for the recorder. The 

fifth graders are furthering 

their historical studies with 

the lives of Wolfgang Ama-

deus Mozart and Ludwig 

Van Beethoven and have 

been strengthening their 

listening skills and rhythm 

comprehension with a 

number of rhythm acti-

vates and singing games. 

 

The instrument classes 

have been progressing 

very quickly these past few 

weeks and I am very proud 

of their hard work! The rest 

of April will be spent pre-

paring for our end of the 

year concerts, which will 

showcase the students’ 

hard work and talents. The 

first will be at the WUS 
Open House on Tuesday, 

May 16th, the second will 

be at the WUS Art Show on 
Wednesday, May 17th at 

SBMS. Concert reminder 

flyers will be sent out with 

more details on attire and 

times. If your child is no 

longer participating in an 

instrument class but still 

has a school instrument, 

please return it immedi-

ately so that it can be 

cleaned and fixed up for 

next year. 

Computer Lab time.  April 

brings us closer to the end 

of the year with Spring 

Break and then when we 

come back we move into 

state testing practice to 

get the kids used to log-

ging into their accounts 

and practice taking 

tests.  5th grade will also 

work on their State Reports 

and Mr. Preston’s class will 

The last week in March, 

the 4th graders com-

pleted their mission 

slideshows.  It was a 

wonderful victory for 

each of the kids finishing 

their slide shows.  The 5th 

graders finished working 

there Black History 

Month slideshows as well 

as are working on their 

state reports during 

be going digital! Please join us 

in the Computer Lab anytime 

your child is in here or email 

me with any questions you 

might have: sbacon@      

washingtonusd.org. 
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L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R . . .  

MUS IC  PROGRAM . . .  

C O M P U T E R  L A B  N E W S . . .  

I would like to thank my won-

derful book fair parent volun-

teers…Gretchen Mercurio, Ali 

Barrett, Kathy Fuqua, Sarah 

Barouty, Diane Malik, Stepha-

nie Schoeder, Jennifer Dixon, 

Jennifer Wasson, Larissa 

Tackett, Jessamin Rega, and 

Amy Rianda.  I simply could 

not have done it without your 

help! 

 

Last week I enjoyed Laine 

Campion as Librarian of the 

Day.  She did an amazing job.  

Thank you to the Campion 

family for your wonderful con-

tribution to WUEF! 

 

Happy reading! 

 

Mrs. Zimmerman 

Our Spring Book Fair was 

pretty successful given it 

was an unusual week to 

hold it.  With part of the pro-

ceeds I purchased $900 of 

new books for our school 

library! I will also be looking 

at replacing some of the 

very out-dated non-fiction 

books on our shelves. 

 

Apr i l  



 

While the 33rd Annual Fundraiser 

was a success, we are still be-

hind on our fundraising goals 

due to a lower than hoped for 

participation in the Fall Cam-

paign fundraiser. 

 

This time of year WUEF would 

normally choose to do a “Spring 

Fundraiser” to complete our 

goal of raising the $200,000 

needed to fully fund the Art, 

Music & Technology programs 

at all 3 schools for the following 

school year.  Last year we 

made the decision to try some-

thing new, Crowd Funding.  

Following the success of this 

fundraiser last year, we are 

bringing it back!  In lieu of sell-

ing items like popcorn, cookie 

dough, magazines, etc., 

where we only get a small 

percentage of total sales, we 

are asking each member of 

the Washington Union School 

District community to donate 

$24 during 24 hours on Thurs-

day, April 20th to WUEF.  All we 

are asking for is $24.  100% of 

these donations will be fully 

dedicated to funding the Art, 

Music & Technology programs! 

If every family in the district 

gave $24, WE COULD RAISE 

OVER $16,000 IN JUST 24 

HOURS!!  Now imagine if every 

family forwarded this fundrais-

ing notice to just one other 

person (grandma, grandpa, 

auntie, uncle, or neighbor, the 

possibilities are ENDLESS!!) and 

those people also donated JUST 

$24.  We would raise OVER 

$30,000 IN JUST 24 HOURS!! 

REMEMBER, ON THURSDAY, APRIL 

20TH, TO DONATE $24 (or more) 

TO WUEF VIA THE LINK BELOW!! 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/

jointhecrowd 

 

WUEF is a non-profit 501c(3) or-

ganization.  Every donation to 

WUEF is tax deductible. 

Tax ID #77-0037407 

Please feel free to contact our 

event chairwoman with any 

questions about our fundraisers 

or if you would like to volunteer. 

tanyareinhardt@gmail.com 

20—School Site Council 

 
May— 

3—Kona Ice Truck, Collaboration Day, 

Strategic Plan 

 

April— 

5—Kona Ice Truck, Collabora-

tion Day 

 

6—Character Counts Awards 

Assembly 

 

10-14—Spring Break 

 

17—CAASPP Testing Begins 

 

19—Kona Ice Truck, Collabora-

tion Day 

 

4—Colonial Day 

 

4-5—Gold Rush Trip 

 

9—Character Counts Assembly 

 

16—Open House 

 

17—Kona Ice Truck, Collaboration 

Day 

 

18—School Site Council 

 

29—Holiday No School 
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WUEF UPDATE  

Save the Date... 

proved! 20% of the sales goes back to 

Washington Union. Be on the lookout 

for the Butter Braid flyer coming home 

week of 4/17! All proceeds benefit our 

schools! Schoolkidz flyer will also be 

coming out in May to pre-order your 

back to School supplies. Fast, Easy 

and affordable and saves on time! We 

would like to invite you to our next Par-

ents Club Meeting on April 20th at 

6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Mid-

dle School. We meet on the 2nd Thurs-

day of the month! It’s a great way to 

find out what’s happening at our 

schools. We will be looking at the 

calendar for the rest of the year 

and planning our next events. 

We need help and we are still 

looking 

for board 

members. 

We 

would 

love to 

have you 

there!  

We would like to invite you to 

our next Parents Club Meeting 

on April 20th at 6pm in Room 10 

at San Benancio Middle School. 

We meet on the 2nd Thursday 

of the month! It’s a great way to 

find out what’s happening at 

our schools. Please be on the 

lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! 

He is scheduled to come 4/5, 

4/19, 5/3, 5/17, 5/31. He 

changes his flavors monthly. 

$5.00/cup and smart snack ap-

P A R E N T ’ S  C L U B  U P D A T E  

Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions about our 

fundraisers or if you would like to 

volunteer!   

lisamilburn1@att.net 

Like us on Facebook. Go to 

Washington Union Educational 

Foundation. We will keep you 

updated on Facebook! The 

WUEF Board Meeting will be held 

on April 25th @ 6:00p.m., Toro 

MPR room.  Please feel free to 

attend. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Milburn, WUEF President 

2016-17 

 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/jointhecrowd
https://wuef.ejoinme.org/jointhecrowd
mailto:lisamilburn1@att.net


340 Corral de Tierra Road 

Salinas, CA 93908 

Washington Union 

School   

students see the influ-

ence of non-Western 

art on Western artists.  In 

this day and age, it is 

apparent communica-

tion and faster transpor-

tation has meant that a 

“global” community of 

artists whose works all 

influence each other 

has emerged.  Multicul-

tural Art makes students 

aware of the intercon-

nectedness of these 

artistic communities. 

Picture of the Month 

In the month of April, 

our docents will be pre-

senting multicultural art 

works.  We show a vari-

ety of cultures, which 

include African, Mexi-

can, Japanese, Chi-

nese, India and Ameri-

can. We will be intro-

ducing a series of new 

Japanese woodblock 

prints that were pro-

vided by an art grant 

we were awarded.  It’s 

important for students 

to see how artists from 

all over the world have 

perceived and repre-

sented their cultures in 

the visual arts.  In addi-

tion to broadening their 

awareness of art, multi-

cultural art can help 

THE DISTRICT ART SHOW 

It is time to start getting ready 

for the District Art Show. We will 

be displaying over 2000 pieces 

of original children’s art.  Please 

mark your calendar and come 

view our show.  The art show will 

be from Tuesday, May 16 to 

Thursday evening, May 18.  On 

Wednesday and Thursday eve-

nings, our outstanding music 

programs from Washington and 

San Benancio Middle schools 

will entertain us.  This is an event 
you do not want to miss!   

 

4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E  A R T  D O C E N T  POM.. .  

Phone: 831-484-1331 

Fax: 831-484-5736 

E-mail: 

wmeyer@washingtonusd.org 

Art News for April 

 

April is Sculpture Month 

In April our Art Docents will be giving lessons in sculpture.  Typically 

one thinks of sculpture using marble or bronze.  We expose our   

students to paper, wood, raffia, and metal sculpture.  This unit is 

always a favorite.  The ability to create something three-

dimensional is interesting to our students and gives them a feeling 

of great satisfaction. 

 

Fourth graders learn about the mask making of the Northwest 

Coast Indian tribes as they create a three dimensional paper 

mask using all the techniques they have learned for constructing 

paper forms.   

 

Fifth graders combine small precut pieces of wood to create a 

fantasy miniature chair, which is painted to enhance its shape 

and theme.  Look for these exuberant creations at the art show! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.washingtonusd.org 

A R T  D O C E N T  N E W S  I N  M A R C H . . .  

Congratulations         

Scavenger Hunt 

Winner for          

Trimester Two: 

Becky Flanum, 

mom of Bronwyn 

Curley. She is the 

winner of a $10 

Starbucks Gift 

Card! 

 
 

Question: How many 

days of school are left? 

How To Win: Email your 

response to Mrs. Meyer. 

Your students get some-

thing too when you  

participate!  

 



 

It’s almost that time again –standardized 

testing is right around the corner. You play an 

important part in helping students give their 

best performance on this important test. As you 

know, we have been busy preparing and 

reinforcing the skills necessary for students to 

demonstrate their learning. Even though this 

assessment is a snapshot—one single perspec-

tive – it is important that our students have 

every advantage to do their best. We don’t 

want to cause test anxiety, rather we want our 

students to feel as prepared as possible. While 

nobody loves testing, it is an important part of 

monitoring student progress and understand-

ing. There are many ways in which you can 

help your child put his/her best foot forward. 

The following guidelines can help set our 

students up for success: 

 

Before the test: 

1. Make sure your child gets sufficient sleep 

starting at least two nights before the test 

2. Keep your routine as normal as possible. 

Minimize distractions and avoid stressful situa-

tions.  

3. Water and exercise help supply the brain 

with oxygen. Please encourage physical 

activities when playing at home. 

4. Be positive and confident in emphasizing 

that you know your child will do his/her best.  

5. Visit www.caaspp.org to check out a prac-

tice test. This format is identical to the one that 

your student will see on test day.  Encourage 

your student to explore the website so they 

feel comfortable and confident navigating 

the testing platform.  

6. Discuss the test openly and from a strength-

based perspective. Ask your child how he or 

she feels about the upcoming test. Do your 

best to calm any stress by reminding him/her 

to just do their best, to take deep breaths 

and stay calm, and that performance on a 

test does not define him or her as a person. It 

is just one opportunity they get to show what 

they know! 

 

The morning of the test:  

1. Get up a few minutes early to avoid rushing 

and make sure your child arrives at school on 

time.  

2. Make sure your child has a healthy break-

fast and drinks enough water so his or her 

body and mind are up for the task. Have your 

child dress comfortably.  

3. Anxiety can be a test-takers biggest obsta-

cle. The most important thing you can do right 

before the test is to build confidence about 

staying calm and doing your best.  Remind 

your child that he/she is special and that you 

believe in him/her!  

 

After the test:  

1. Talk to your child about his/her feelings 

about the test.  

2. Discuss what was easy and what was hard; 

discuss what your child learned from the test.  

3. Review and discuss results together.  Cele-

brate your child’s strengths and persistence on 

the test.  

 

Take a deep breath --Go with the flow--Just do 

your best--Show what you know! 

Test Taking Reminders for Students: 

• Keep a good attitude! 

• Read and pay careful attention to all direc-

tions. 

• Survey the items and questions to get an idea 

of the task ahead. 

• Take your time and carefully read the ques-

tions.   

• Reread the parts of the passages or problems 

that help you to select the best answer. 

• Decide exactly what the question is asking 

and find evidence in the text to support it. 

• Read every possible answer - the last one 

could be the best one! 

• Skip difficult questions. Then, go back and use 

good strategies to figure out the trickier ones. 

• Try to get the correct answer by reasoning 

and eliminating wrong answers. 

• Make your best educated guess if you do not 

know the answer.  

• When you finish each section, take time to go 

back and check your work. 
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F R O M  T H E  C O U N S E L O R . . .  

support their development of a growth 

mindset. Children with a growth mindset 

believe with effort and persistence they 

can learn and achieve in school. A growth 

mindset will better equip them to perse-

vere and pick themselves up when things 

do not go their way. Parents should also 

examine their own beliefs systems. Do you 

have a growth mindset? 

Do you believe with effort, persistence, 

and motivation your children can achieve 

their goals? 
 

Dr. Carol Dweck, an educational re-

searcher states: 

       Parents should no longer shield their 

children from challenges, mistakes, and 

struggles. Instead, parents    

      should  teach children to love chal-

lenges. They can say things like 

“This is hard. What fun!” or “This is 

too easy. It’s no fun.”  They should 

teach their children to embrace 

mistakes, “Oooh, here’s an inter-

esting mistake. 

      What should we do next?” And 

they should teach them to love 

effort: “That was a fantastic strug-

gle. You really stuck to it, and 

made great progress.” or “This will 

take a lot of effort—boy, will it be 

fun.” 
 

Some parents need to work at 

having a growth mindset. It takes 

time and practice, but it is well 

worth it when you see the differ-

ence that it makes in your chil-

dren! 

Developing a Growth Mindset in 

Your Children: 

In the March edition of the WUS 

Sleepy Hollow Newsletter, parents 

were given suggestions about ways 

to praise their children. Research 

suggests that parents should think 

twice about praising kids for being 

“smart” or “talented”, because this 

may foster a fixed mindset. Instead 

if we encourage our children’s ef-

forts and acknowledge their persis-

tence and hard work, then we will 

P A R E N T I N G  T I P  F O R  A P R I L !  

Testing Schedule for WUS: 

Week of April 24th—April 28th 

ELA Testing for All Grade Levels 

(8:30-10am—Lauer, Isaac,      

Preston, Keller;  

10:30-11:45am—Doolittle,       

Zahnlecker, Meyenberg) 

Week of May 22nd—26th  

Math Testing for All Grade Levels 

(8:30-10am—Lauer, Isaac,      

Preston, Keller)  

(10:30-11:45am—Doolittle,       

Zahnlecker, Meyenberg) 

 
All students who’s parents com-

pleted the survey will get Free Ice 

Cream and Extra Recess the first 

week in April. 

Congratulations to Gavin Tremper for 

winning an iPod Shuffle from our 

school-wide drawing.  


